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Oman Air Latest To Announce Onair Inﬂight Passenger
Communications
Date: 03 Apr 2008
Oman Air today joined a growing number of Middle East airlines planning to oﬀer OnAir’s inﬂight
passenger communications services, which includes mobile phone and BlackBerry usage, as well as
Internet access. From 2009, Oman Air passengers will be able to use their mobile phones and
BlackBerry-type devices to send and receive text messages, emails including attachments, and to
make and receive mobile phone calls during ﬂights. They will also be able to use laptops and the seatback inﬂight entertainment screen to access the Internet and use webmail and instant messaging.
The OnAir service is based on Inmarsat’s SwiftBroadband.
OnAir’s service will be ﬁtted on the seven new Airbus A330 aircraft to be delivered to Oman Air in
2009. The aircraft will ﬂy on long-haul routes from Oman to both Asia and Europe.

Ziad Karim Al Haremi, Chief Executive Oﬃcer of Oman Air, said, “Oman Air has consistently
contributed to the technological advance of commercial aviation. We always aim to improve our
services and as we introduce our long-haul routes, we are very pleased to be one of the ﬁrst airlines
to oﬀer the full range of passenger communications options. We selected OnAir because it is the only
provider that can oﬀer a fully integrated solution that includes both mobile and Internet services.”
Mobile OnAir will allow unlimited text messages and emails including attachments to be received and
sent, and will allow up to 12 simultaneous voice calls. A central feature of the service is the crew’s
ability to turn it oﬀ at any time, or switch it to ‘silent’ – text and email only – mode, enabling the
airline to customize the services to its passengers’ preferences. For example, airlines could turn oﬀ
the voice element, or even the whole service, during quiet times.
Benoit Debains, CEO of OnAir, said, “We are very pleased to be bringing our inﬂight passenger
communications services to Oman Air’s passengers. OnAir is the only company that can meet Oman

Air’s need the full range of inﬂight connectivity services including voice calls, SMS, emails including
attachments and Internet connectivity. Oman Air is OnAir’s third customer in the Middle East,
demonstrating our strength in the region.”
About OnAir

OnAir was incorporated in February 2005 and is owned by Airbus, the aircraft manufacturer with the
most modern and comprehensive product line on the market, and SITA, the world's leading provider
of air transport focused applications, communications and IT infrastructure.
OnAir’s goal is to give airline passengers the ability to communicate from the sky. The OnAir service
portfolio addresses passenger voice and data communications needs on both long- and short-haul
ﬂights, on commercial Airbus and Boeing aircraft, while focusing on passengers’ needs, oﬀering
choice, and ensuring an economically viable business model for airlines. OnAir is a member of the
GSM Association and an Inmarsat Distribution Partner for SwiftBroadband services.
Further information can be found at www.onair.aero
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